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Our Brands Practice
Spot on the mark
A brand is a distinguishing factor of an enterprise, service and product. Building a
powerful brand is essential for a successful business. Consumers know your
brand and recognize your products and services. A brand is meant to create
trust and consumer binding. It distinguishes a business from competitors and
communicates important values to the market.
A company’s brand contains various forms of intellectual property. Companies
trade under a specific trade name and company name. Products and services are
marketed using specific trademarks. Online presence is established under a
domain and a domain name, etc.
PETILLION assists and represents clients from the development of their brand
and image, over the registration of trademarks and domain names, to the
management, defense and enforcement of brand portfolios.
We advise and represent several clients holding one of the top 50 most valuable
global brands. Our multilingual team combines more than 50 years of experience
in handling complex trademark, trade name, design and domain and domain
name disputes before domestic and European courts, trademark and design
offices and arbitration centers.
Our brand protection practice includes anti-counterfeiting and fighting unfair
competition experience. We excel at counterfeit seizure procedures and direct
surveys related to brand reputation, dilution or confusing similarity.
Clients value our efficient and hands-on approach with an emphasis on avoiding
court proceedings and finding amicable agreements whenever possible.
We are trained litigators and handle cases up to the General Court and the
European Court of Justice.
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Advice
BUILDING STRONG
BADGES OF ORIGIN
For a company, image is everything.
Building a brand starts at its
conception. PETILLION advises its
clients to choose appropriate names,
signs, graphics, domains and domain
names for their businesses, products
and services. We help build brand
awareness and value. We advise on coexistence agreements and licensing
agreements.
PETILLION assists clients in selecting
the best approach to establish their
trademarks and advises and represents
them from the very first day of
conception of the marks.
We assist clients in selecting the best
type of protection, including through
individual trademarks & service marks,
collective trademarks; certification
marks, and unregistered (common
law) trademarks. We also pursue
alternative protection through the
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protection of trade names,
designations of origin and geographical
indications.
Our team deals with all aspects of IP
transactions, including mergers,
acquisitions, joint ventures, trademark
and design licensing, assignments and
transfers. We perform due diligences
in the framework of the proposed
acquisition of an enterprise and
provide bespoke advice to clients in
the negotiation and performance of
IP-related contracts, such as
franchising, manufacturing, distribution
and publishing agreements.
We bring deep industry knowledge to
the table in a variety of sectors. We
assist in achieving the best strategic
solution for transactions and
structures where technology or
brands are at the core.

Some of our achievements
Advised a Belgian association on the
protection of Belgian chocolate as a
protected geographical indication.

Advised a Belgian artist on the
management of the use of his name
in the marketing of his artwork.

Advised a champagne manufacturer
in the launch of a new brand for a
new champagne. We also advised
on the distribution, packaging,
retailing structures and marketing of
the brand.

Advised a New York based
entrepreneur on the branding of a
business that provides investment
bank-like services to the
international art industry primarily in
the form of underwriting the market
release of major orphaned artworks.

Advised a gadget manufacturer on
the rebranding and repackaging of
reused trademark protected original
toys.
Advised the world’s most famous
cyclist on the use and licenses of his
trademarks.
Advised a global polling organization
on the management of its trademark
portfolio in Europe.
Advised a Belgian sport apparel
manufacturer on the global
management of its trademark
portfolio.

Performed many due diligences in
transactions where IP rights and
brands in particular were at the core.
On a pro bono basis, we provide
worldwide protection and
enforcement of trademark
portfolios of not-for-profit
organizations like the ONE
campaign, a U.S.-based public charity
fighting poverty.

®
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Defending Trademarks
PROTECTING YOUR
BADGES OF ORIGIN
We ensure the best protection of our
clients’ trademarks through diligent
prosecution services, ranging from
international availability and similarity
searches to registrability advice and
the thorough preparation of
applications.
We carefully manage our clients’
trademark portfolios by providing
worldwide monitoring services on
new applications that can conflict with
the client’s trademarks, and by
ensuring the timely renewals and
modifications of registrations.
PETILLION is well known for its
experience in opposition and
cancellation (revocation or invalidity)
proceedings before the European
(EUIPO) and Benelux (BOIP)
trademark offices, and its experience
in invalidity and enforcement
proceedings before courts.
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Benelux trademark rules have
recently been modified, including for
cancellation proceedings. In addition
to initiating proceedings before the
courts of Belgium, the Netherlands
or Luxembourg, cancellation
proceedings can now be initiated
before the BOIP.
PETILLION represents clients in
infringement proceedings before
domestic and EU courts, both in the
enforcement of their trademarks and
in the defense of their genuine use.
We have won landmark trademark
cases up to the EU Court of Justice.
PETILLION also maintains a reliable
network of local agents and counsel
in many jurisdictions of the EU and
the world. They help us manage our
clients’ portfolios on a global level
and let us tackle issues or
infringements centrally for numerous
jurisdictions.

Some of our achievements
Represented a global polling
organization in a pan-European
trademark rights dispute against a
foreign competitor.
Represented a U.S. insurance
corporation in trademark annulment
and invalidity proceedings before
the EUIPO, the General Court and
the European Court of Justice.
Represented a Belgian steel
manufacturer, a U.S. insurance
corporation, and other entities in
trademark opposition, annulment
and invalidity proceedings before
EUIPO, its Boards of Appeal and
BOIP.
Represented a Belgian distributor of
Russian vodka in trademark
litigations before Belgian courts.

Obtained the recognition of a sport
legend’s name as a world-wide wellknown trademark.
Represent a Swedish major furniture
manufacturer in online brand
protection proceedings.
Represented a globally active U.S.
based rental car corporation in court
proceedings related to the
protection of its brands.
Represented a film production
company in a trade name dispute
before the Belgian courts.

™

“EXCELS IN WEIGHTY CROSSBORDER DISPUTES”
World Trademark Review 1000
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A Leading Internet and Domain
Name Practice
Top-Level Domains
PETILLION has developed unique
expertise in handling the most difficult
landmark cases in Internet
governance and top-level domains
(TLD). We dealt with the very first
disputes initiated in relation to TLDs
and are global leaders in TLD
application, prosecution and
management.
We assist brand owners and investors
in registering their brand or name as a

TLD, establishing their name as a
domain extension and giving them
control over second-level names
registered within their TLD.
We represent TLD applicants and
operators in commercial deals and
auctions, developing strategies to
make our clients’ investments
flourish.

Domain Names
Domain names are very important
for marketing and branding purposes.
We combine our trademark and
trade name expertise with our vast
experience in domain name disputes.
PETILLION has an unmatched
Domain Name practice, having
handled hundreds of successful
domain name cases.
Our team has a broad experience in
cybersquatting cases before EU and
U.S. courts, and before ADR
institutions including WIPO, FORUM,
CAC and CEPANI.
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We are at the cutting edge of
domain name matters, handling
phishing, cybersquatting,
counterfeiting and other IP
infringement cases for the world's
most famous brands in a multitude
of generic and country code TLDs.
We also assist in high-level domain
name transactions and in online
brand development strategies.
Please refer to our Internet, TopLevel Domains and Domain
Names Brochure for a more
extensive overview of this
practice.

Some of our achievements
TLD Applications

TLD Disputes

Advised more than 100 interested
parties and prepared 93 unique
applications for Fortune100
companies, CAC40 companies,
major privately owned
multinationals and 4 major cities in
the US and Europe.

Represented Booking.com in
securing its application for .hotels in
an ICDR administered expert
determination and in ICDR
arbitration proceedings against
ICANN.

Domain Name Cases
Represented numerous clients in
domain name court litigation, as well
as in UDRP and ccTLD proceedings
before WIPO, Forum, CAC and
Cepani.
Clients include various Fortune 100
companies and holders of the top
50 most valuable global brands.
Flip Petillion acted as arbitrator in
over 300 domain name cases.

Represented Vistaprint in securing
its application for .webs in an ICDR
administered expert determination
and in ICDR arbitration proceedings
against ICANN.
Represented among the largest
portfolio applicants in numerous and
multi-party ICDR arbitration
proceedings against ICANN.
Represented TLD applicants in
various types of expert
determinations before ICDR, ICC
and WIPO related to the delegation
of their TLD application.

“AT THE CUTTING EDGE OF DOMAIN NAME WORK,
HAVING HANDLED ONLINE MATTERS SINCE THE
MID-1990s”
World Trademark Review 1000
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Our Team

Flip Petillion is a leading
domestic and international
arbitrator and litigator.
Flip has been handling
court litigations and
arbitrations for nearly 30
years. Matters were related
to the following industries:
intellectual property,
information technology,
media & entertainment, art,
Internet, fashion, postal,
telecom, energy,
construction & real estate,
automotive, aviation and
aerospace.
Flip built an outstanding
reputation through his
special focus on intellectual
property rights, information,
communication, technology
and media.
He represents multinationals and first-class
individual portfolio holders.

Jan Janssen is a senior
dispute resolution lawyer
with a keen interest in
complex regulatory matters
and technology. He
specializes in commercial
and international arbitration
with a focus on intellectual
property, information
technology, and the
liberalisation of sectors.
Jan’s practice primarily
involves complex civil
litigation and commercial
arbitration in a variety of
industries including fashion,
media, postal services,
technology and
telecommunications.
Jan also provides
contractual advice and
assists clients in protecting,
managing and enforcing
their intellectual property
rights both in an online and
offline environment.

fpetillion@petillion.law
jjanssen@petillion.law
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Diégo Noesen is a senior
dispute resolution lawyer
focusing on European and
domestic litigation with an
emphasis on intellectual
property.
Diégo’s practice involves
complex civil litigation in a
variety of industries and
sectors including media &
entertainment, fashion,
automotive, technology and
telecom.
Diégo also provides
transactional advice and
assists clients in protecting,
managing and enforcing
their intellectual property
rights. He has a particular
expertise in brand and
copyright protection, and
domain names.
dnoesen@petillion.law

Contact information
We are members of the Brussels Bar
Offices
GG 126
Guido Gezellestraat 126
1654 Huizingen
Belgium (Europe)

Contact
info@petillion.law
T. +32 2 306 18 60
F. +32 2 306 18 69
www.petillion.law
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